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May have Communion together at the' 
Lords Table. 


wW Vhether they who ASSERT, 
And they who DENY, *| 


BY JOSEPH TAYLOR. 


Therefore thus ſaith the Lord, if thou return, 
then will I bring thee again, and thou ſhalt 
ſtand before me : And if thou take forth the 


turn not thou to them, Jer. 15. 19. 
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precious from the vile, thou ſhalt be as my| f* 
Mouth * let them return unto thee, but re-| | 


_ 


: 
a % 
Al. edt 
” » 
a l 
o RY we h 
1 


. . 
a * * W 
& 9 a 
0 »K 5 - F »- 
- »Y _ 
x W 
. 


” 


—— — 


i 

N [ d 
| ' 
53 

af 

ky, * 

® 

7 


_—————— 0 q 
Ts > 

- 1 7\ | a 

\ TW 4 <P : "Y 


5 
” 
- 
% : * 


1 SEM. Eg 9 OSS IS., © 

7 PV, Ag AS Le # P fo\ 
AFR v,/ 

CF - +2 56 nal aety* \ 2-3 


| R,-4Þ IS i 
| ah BRAT% 1 fs 
LIN JOSH em => OI Ob: 


SR. | 

"> | 
+7 

: 


-— dh-£..-: 


all the Body by Joynts and Bands, having No 


—_—___= 


pn—_—_— — 


EIIIISISSOOnny 


To the Churches of our 
Lord Jeſus Chritt. 


Beloved Brethren, 


OW diſpleaſing is it to him, who walk-' 

eth in the midſt of the golden Cag 

dleſticks, Rev. 2.1. to ſee his Churches, 
either corrupted, or divided, to find his Body et 
ther defiled, or torn. Chriſt is the Head, and we 
are the Members of bis Body, and as the Purity 6; 
the Head, calls for the greateſt Purity in the Bo-J 
dy, ſo the Oneneſs of the Body, requires the flrif4 
eſt Union among the Members; 1 Cor. 10. 17.4 
For we being many are one Bread, and one} 
Body, for we are all Partakers of that one 
Bread. Such cannot be Members of the Body wha 
do not hold the Head : Col. 2, 19. From whict 


riſhment miniſtred and knit together increas 
ſeth with the increaſe of God. 4nd ſuch ce 
to be Members who make a Schiſm in the Body 
it behoveth the Churches of Chriſt, therafore tow@ak 
great heed to avoid both theſe Evils, ; 
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To the Reader. 


The defare of Unity with all that call upon the 
Name of the Lord in Truth, put me on the ſeri- 
ous Conſideration ( among other Things ) whether 
Perſons who believe, or disbelieve the Divinity \of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ought to have Communion 
togetber as Members of the ſame Body, and bere 
you bave the reſult of my Thoughts, wity the Rea- 
ſons, wherefore T believe they ought not. 

1 have no perſonal Frejudice againſt any, it 1s 


I 1 only the Glory of God, the Honour of Jeſus Chriſt, 


and the Purity of the Churches that bath engaged 


; mein this Work, and I cannot conceive how any who 


believeth Jeſus Chriſt to be God of the ſame Ef- 


W fence with his Father, can account the denial of 
bis Deity a ſmall Thing : 1s it a ſmall Thing to 


take Chriſt from bis Throne, his Crown from his 


tt Head, and his Koyal Sceptre out of his Hand? 
-# To dery bim thai Nature without which you be- 


lieve he could not be a Saviour ;, nor the Objet® of 


"Bu! Faith and Truſt which gave all the value to his 
' tft Sufferings, that made the Offering up of his Hu- 
# mane Nature, Eph. 5.2. An Offering and a 
F Sacrifice to God, of a ſweet ſmelling Savour; 


Whereby bis Juſtice was ſatisfied, and his Law an- 


-ſwered;, if he thought it no robbery to be equal with 


God, what robbery will he account it in ſuch who 
make bim no more than a Man. And 1s it a ſagn 


of Love to,Chriſt, to hold the moſt intimate Com- 
4 M1 111073 


To the Reader. 


munion with ſuch who having ſtript Him of His 
Royal Ornaments, put a Crown of Thorns on bis 
Head, a gorgeous Robe on his Body, a Reed wm 
his Hand, and then Salute him with Hail King of 
the Jews: For what is it leſs to zive bim all the 
Titles and Charafters of God, and yet deny Him 
bis Nature. It is no Argument to ſay they do it 
ignorantly, for ſo did the Jews when they crucified 
Chriſt, 1 Cor. 2. 8. For if they had known, 
they would not have Crucified the Lord of 
Glory. And thereſore, though we are to Pity and 
Pray for them, yet we are nat ta embrace and re- 
cerye them into our Communion. 
On the other Hand, there is nothing more de- 
firable in the Churches of Chriſt than Peace and 
Unity, it is a Bleſſing to be prayed for and labou- 
red after Night and Day, Plalm 133.1. How 
good and how pleaſant, 1s it for Brethren to 
dwell together in Unity. For ſreetneſs, v. 2. 
It 1s like the precious Oyntment upon the 
Head, that ran down upon the Beard, even 
Aarons Beard, that went down to the Skirts 
of his Garments. For Profit, v 3. It is as the - 
Dew of Hermon, and as the Dew that deſcen- 
ded on the Mountains of Zion; ard there the | 
. Lord commands his Bleſſing, even Life for ever- 
more, 

There he will be graciouſly preſent, there he will 
dwell, 


To the Reader. 


} 
|! dwell, and there he will diſpenſe the choiſeſt of his 
ff Favours: But this Unity that is ſo good, and ſa 


it pleaſant is among Brethren among ſuch who believe 
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| #2, -exalt, and glorific, the ſame God the Father, 
-# fame Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the ſame Holy 
prret. 

Peace and Truth muſt be joyned together : For 
that is not the Peace of God, which 1s purchaſed 
' with the loſs of Truth, we are obliged to take as 
' much Care that we bave Union only with phe faith- 
| ful: As to preſerve among them the Unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of Peace, Eph. 4. 3. I hope I 
* can truly ſay, I write only for Truth, and ſhall be ſo 
far from being diſpleaſed at the diſproof of my Ar- 
- guments, as thankfully to acknowledge my miſt ake, 
. and be one of the firſt as ſhall give them, I now 
write againſt, the right Hand of Fellowſhip : But 
in the. mean Time, for the Reaſons herein mention- 
ed, I muſt intreat they who believe their Saviour is 
God by Nature, to be concerned for his Glory, to be 
ebnſiſtent with their own Principles, and not have 
Communion with ſuch that oft the contrary, and 
tſe all due means to recover ſuch who are ſeduced, 
| by the ſleight of Men, and cunning craftineſs 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive, Eph. 4. 4, 
5,6. Let the Exhbortation of our Lord be diligent- 
ly kearkned to. Have Salt in your ſelves, and 


Peace one with another, Mark 9.50. And of 
| the 


# 


To the Reader. 


the Apoſt!e, Endeavouring to keep the Unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of Peace ; for you are one 
Body, and have one Spirit, and are called in 
one Hope of your Callingz you have one Lord, 
one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and Father of 
all, who is above all, and through all, and in 
you all, Eph. 4. 3, 4, 5, 6. The great deſign of 
Satan is to divide you, which he endeavours to ef- 
fett by ſowing Seeds of Diſcord about leſſer Mat- 
ters, and ſtirring up ſuch who cauſe Diviſions 
and Offences contrary to the Dodrine of Chriſt, 
Rom. 16.17. who are to be mark't, there is n0= 
thing can weaken our Hands more than Diſcord, not 
ſtrengthen them more than Unity; hereby is the Fa» 
they gloryfied, the Son honoured, the Goſpel ſpread 
and the Churches Edified. 

There are many Things about which the dear 
Children of God do differ tn their Judgments, ard 
will do whilſt they are on this ſide the Grave, tor we. 
Know but in part, they have not the ſame degrees 
of Light ; and therefore are not of the ſame mind in 
all Things; but their differences are only about ſuch 
Things which they may believe, cr disbeliev? and yet 
bold the Head, they apree in the great and neceſſa= 
Yy Do@rines of Salvation, in the Foundation Prin« | 
ciples of the Chriſtian Religion, and Things of leſ- | 
fer moment I m_-_y coucerve ſhould make no dif- 
ference among the Churches of Chriſt, nar carſe them | 


to- 


To the Reader. 


to withdraw their Aﬀettions,or Communion from each 
other ; for ſaith the Apoſtle (reſpe@ing theſe things ) 
Phil. 3. 15; 16. Ifany beotherwiſe minded, God 
ſhall reveal even this unto you, nevertheleſs 
whereto we have already attained, let us walk 


© by the fame rule, let vs mind the ſame Thing, 


The ſtrong muſt bear the Infirmities of the weak, the 


 Conſciences of none are to be impoſed upon, either to 


Prattice what they do not, or to omit what they do 
believe to be their Duty, and where ther differences 
are about ſuch Things which are not eſſential, there 
ought to be Chriſtian Charity and tenderneſs towards 
one another in Order to this Unity ;, therefore the A- 
pofic exhorts to lowlineſs and meekneſs, with 
ong-ſuffering, forbearing one another in Love, 
Epb. 4.2. But this Chriſtian Charity muſt not be 
abuſed, and the Line ſtretched to reath thoſe who 
profeſs ſuch Principles, which root up the Foundati- 
ons thereof. But whilſt we are ſeparating from theſe 
let us unite together in intire Aﬀection, and cloſe 
Communion among our ſelves not ſuffering the leſſer 
Points, about which we'may have different Appre- 
ben(zons to break the bond of our Union, that ſo we 
may as one Man ſet our Hearts, our Hands, and 
Shoulders, to the Work of God among ſt us, which 1s 
the earneſt Deſire and Prayer of 


Yours in Chriſt Jeſus 


. 4 
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A Briet Enquiry 
' znto the Nature of that 
Article of the Chriſtian 
Faith, Viz. That Jeſus 
Chriſt was Trily GOD 
from Eternity, and in 
Time Aſſumed Humane 
Nature, and ſo is both 


GOD and MAN iwmn 


One Perſon. 
are many and various, 


| | and their great Endea- 


vours are to Proſelyte; but when 
that cannot be done, they labour 

| to keep the Orthodox in Church- 
Communion with themſelves, by 

4 repreſenting this Do&rine as a 
4 thing indifferent, That it is not a 
Principle of ſuch Conſequence, for 

B which 


He Enemies to this Truth 


(2) 

which to leave Communion ; but 
what may be beliey'd or disbeliev'd 
without danger ; That it is a My- 
ſterious Point, and the knowledge 
of ſuch Myſteries can neither be 
neceſſary to Salvation or Church 
Communion. 

The Deſign of this Diſcourſe 
therefore is to repreſent the Nature 
of this Principle, and put it in its 
true Light. Wherein I ſhall offer 
to ſhew that it 1s a Principle of ſuch 
a Nature, that they who aſlert, and 
they who deny, believe and diſ-be- 
lieve it, ought not to have Com- 
munion together, which evidently 
appearsfrom the Reaſons following. 

r. It is a Principle of that Conſe- 
quence, T hat cither they who believe it, 4 
or they that disbelieve it muſt be Idola- 
tery ; and they muſt eſteem each other 
cither guilty of Blaſphemy or 1dolatry, 
We all know there is an infinite di- 


ſtance bet ween Creator and Crea- 


ture; between God and the high- * 

eſt Creature whatſoever. Idolatry is | 

to give Divine Honour and Worſhip ? 
to 


TS WOT TO 99 
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to a Creature only; tis not Idolatry 
only to give Divine Adoration to a 
mean Creature, but any Creature : 
They who Adore the Stars, are not 
leſs Idolaters than they who Adore 
Wood and Stone ; they who adore 
theAngles are not leis Idolaters than 
they who adore the Stars: Becauſe 
that Idolatry conſiſts not 1n render- 
ing Divine Bonour to a mean Crea- 
ture, but ſimply in rendriag it to a 
Creature ; for, Thou ſhalt worſhip the 


Lord thy God, and bim only ſhalt thou Man.g.10 
ſerve. Now it Chriſt be not God, Deur.s.13 


ſuch as give him Divine Honour can 
be no leſs than Idolaters ; becauſe 
they give Divine Honour to a Crea- 
ture only, and they who believe he 
is not God, and yet worſhip him, are 


| ' guilty of Formal Idolatry, becauſe 
' they give Divine Honour to one 


whom they believe to be a Crea- 


* tureonly. 


-And, as they whodeny this Prin- 
Ciple, cannot but eſtecm iach Idola- 
ters that worſhip him, as the moſt 
high God that 1s not ſo: So they 

B 2 who 


| 4 } 
who aſſert it, cannot but account it 
Blaſphemy in them, to make him 
that is God from Eternity no more 
then a Creature, to rob Chriſt of 
his Deity,and all that Worſhip that 
is due to him as God, they that 
love the Lord Jeſus cannot bear this, 
and how can the others if they have 
any Religion, bear to ſee the Glory 
due to God given toa Creature on- 
ly. It 1s a Principle therefore of 
great Importance. For Idolatry is a 
crime that violates the expreſs Law 


Matr.z, 10 Of God, and is Oppoſite to the two 


Treat ends of Religion.viz.TheGlo- 
ry of God, and our own Salvation. 

1. The glory of God: Becauſe it 
is a taking away of his Glory and 
£1VINg It to another, contrary to 
Iſa. 42. 8. 

2. To the Salvation of Men : for 
the Spirit of God expreily de- 
clares, That 1dolaters ſha!l not entey 
»nto the Kingdom of Heaven, Cor.6.9. 

If Jeſus Chriſt be of the ſame 
Eſſence with his Father, then he 
ought to be adored in the ſame 
man» 


is 


manner with him, and they cannot 
without impiety refuſe to acknow- 
ledge him as ſuch. If he is not, we 
cannot without Idolatry confound 
him with the moſt High God. So 
that the aQtions are inevitably either 
Idolatry, or groſs Impiety. lt being 
then ſuch a Principle that either we 

are Idolaters, or not Idolaters, and 
they Blaſphemers or not Blaſphe- 

.3 mers, according to the Fallity or 
- 4 Truth of it. Perſons of both Opini- 

\ ons ought not'to have Communion 

. © together. 

Secondly, It is a principle of that 

, Conſequence as they who deny it, 
, deny the Perſon of the Son of God, and 

; thereupon deny the true Chriſt, and 

& bring another in his ſtead : ſo that 
they believe in different Objects. 
This is evident, for if the Perſon of 
Chriſt conſiſts of the Divine and 


”” * Humane Nature, and this is the 
# '® whole of his Perſon, then they who 
9+ (\g deny both Natures in Chriſt : as is 
" J manifeſtly the Opinion of ſome, or 
- J thoſe that deny his God-head only, 


B 3 as 


0bjezon, 


Anſwer. 


[8.3 
as the Socinians, they neceſlarily de- 
ny the Perſonof Chrilt. 

It is obje&ed, That the difference 
between us is not Who is the Perſon, 
for both believe in him, that was 
born of the Virgin Mary, that ſuf- 
fered under Pontius Pilate, was dead = 
and buried, &'c. But what is the Per 
ſon,and therefore it is alledged they 
do not deny the Perſon of Chriſt, 
and bring another 1n his Stead. 

l anſwer, If they may be truly 
ſaid to deny God, that deny what 
is Eſſential to the God-head, then 
they may be truly {aid to deny 
Chriſt, that deny what is Eſſential 
to his Perſon, I think none will de- ; 
ny the former, and the latter will 
follow ; For if a Perſon ſhould deny 
the Eſſential Perfections of the God- 
head, it may be ſaid with as much 
reaſon he don't deny God, for the } 
difference is not Who be js, for he. ® 
believes it is he that made Heaven 
and Earth, &'c. but what he is, bur 
notwithſtanding, it is moſt evident, 9 
that he which denies thoſe PerfeQti-| 

ONsS| 
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ons which are Eſſential to the God- 

.; head muſtdenyGod: as toinſtance, 
; 4 without holineſs he cannot be God, 
" * itt 3 Eſſential to his Nature, there- 
: fore he that denieth he is Holy, de- 
p nieth he is God : in like manner we 
1 3 aſſert, The Divine Nature is Eſſen- 
— +? tialto the Perſon of Chriſt, with- 
y 


| 


* out that hecannot be the Inwmanuel, 
i the Mediator between God and 
| Man;he could not make Satisfaction 
iy {| {© Divine Juſtice, nor anſwer the 
y Demands of the Law,nor Work out 
Salvation for us: It 1s evident there- 
fore, that as he who denieth the 
1 Nature of God denieth Gad : So 
12? be that denieth the Natures of 
Chriſt denieth his Perſon, yea 
' If 15 better, as the Reverend Mr. Chyryock 
i Charnock ſaith, to deny there is 0» the 4r- 
4 \ a God, than to deny his PerfeRtions : #79utes, 
he | Plutarch had rather it ſhould be*8* 45*: 
ME | aid, there never was ſuch a Man as 
he. Plutarch, than it ſhould be ſaid be was 
Vell a vile Mar, or abaſe Fellow; So it is 
but 4 worſe to deny what is Eſſential to 
ent, | Chriſt, than to deny there ever was 


eAi-! 
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ſuch an one ; it it better to ſay there 
never was any Chriſt, any Meſſiah, 
than to deny he was God ; for, as 
it will be ſeen in the ſequel, this 1s 
but to make him an Impoſtor and a 
Deceiver. The Socimans aſſert, 
That Chriſt was that Man whom God 
anointed; certainly therefore they 
would account ſuch who ſhould deny 
he was a Man anointed by God, to 
Deny Chriſt ; and yet they might at 
"the ſame time anſwer, We diſa- 
gree not about the Perſon of Chriſt ; 
for we both believe its He that was 
born of the Virgin ary, &c. From 
whence it is plain, there is nothing 
in the Objection, but they who de- 
ny the Natures of Chriſt, deny his _ 
Perſon, and hereby the true Object 
of the Chriſtian Faith 1s removed, 
viz. Immanuel, or God- Man, in one 
Perſon. This Obje&t we are to be- 
tieve 1n, for Eternal Life and Sal- 
vation ; but he that denies He is 
God-Man removes that Objet; and 
he which aſſerts He is of another 
Nature, brings in another Object 
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[9 ) 
in his Room: For Faith depends 

not upon an empty Name, but hath 

reſpe& to the Nature of the Perſon 

believed in. 

' There can be no A& without an 

Obje&, the Obje& of our Faith 1s 

not the bare Name, but the Nature 

of the Perſon believed in : No Man # 
can be ſaid to believe in God, that 
knows nothing of his Nature, They 
that know thy Name will put their 
truſt in thee, viz. The Nature of | 
God ſignified by his Name. 1a like T 
manner, No Man can be faid to be- th 
lieve in Chriſt that denies his Na- 

ture. From whence it is evident, 

That they whodeny, and they who 

aſſert this Principle, do not believe 

in the ſame Perſon. © The Chriſt of 

God is Immanuel, God-man. © The 
Eutychians, the Arians, the Socini- 
ans,Chrilt 1s not God-Man, There- 

tore the Chriſt they worſhip is not | 
the Chriſt of God: And can they | 
walk together that diſagree about 

the Object of their Faith? Can 

any haye Communion with them 

wRO 


Pſal.9g.10, 


[10 ] 
who deny the true Chriſt, and bring 
another in his Room ? Hereupon 


Thirdly, It is a Principle of that 


Importance, That a Man cannot be 
ſaid to be a true Biliever in Jeſus 
Chriſt that denieth it, For if there 
can be no A of Faith without the 
true Object of Faith,and this is Jeſus 
Chriſt the Son of God,or the /mmag- 
zxel God with us, then they who 
believe the contrary, wanting the 
Obje&t of Faith viz. The true 
Chriſt,they have noFaith in him,and 
ſo are yet Unbelievers,and therefore 
ſhould remember that Text, John 
3.18, He that believeth on him, is 
not condemned : But he that believeth 
not, is condemaed already, becauſe be 
hath not believed on the Name of the 
only begotten Son of God. By the Name 
of God in Scripture his eſſential 
PerfeCtions are fignifhed, Exod. 34. 
5, 6. and it we thus underſtand 
the Name of Chriſt in the Text,they 
are yet unhelievers, that believe 
not his Divine Nature, and the Per- 
f-ctions thereof, or which is all *—_ 

tnat 


[ 11 |] 


that Record which God hath given 1 Folz 5. 
of him,which is,that as he hath giv- 12- 


en Eternal Life ſo that Eternal life 
i$1n his Son; or as mentioned v. 20, 
That be is True God and Eterna! Life. 
And a like Argument they have 
againſt us, and therefore it 15 very 
plain there can be no Communion 
together for we muſt not have Com- 
munion with Unbelievers, 2 Cor. 6. 
I4. 
Fourthly, Hereupon likewiſe, it 18 
a Principle of ſucha Natureas they 
who deny it, deny the Lord that 
bought them, as the Falſe Teachers, 
2 Pet. 2. 1. By denying the Lord 
here,it cannot be ſuppoſed, the Apo- 
{tle means adiret denying of Jeſus 
Chriſt to be the Meſſiah : Becauſe, 

Firſt, They ſhould be teachers a- 
mong them, which they could not 
be, if they openly denyed Chrilt. 

Secondly, They ſhould do it pri- 
vily, and this would be an open de- 
nyal, 

Thirdly, They did it by thoſe 
damnable Herelies which they pri- 
vily 


[ 12 ] 
vily brought in; they ſhould bring 
in ſuch Hercſies that ſhould deny the 
Lord that bought them, and what He- 
reſic can there be that more plainly 
denieth the Lord, than that which 
denieth what be is: He that denieth 
I am of the nature of Man, certain- 
ly denieth me whoam a Man; and 
ſo, he that denies Chriſt is of the 
Nature of God, certainly denieth 
that Lord who 18 God. 

If the Perſon of Chriſt conſiſts of 
the Divine and Humane Nature 
then he which denieth the Natures 
denicth the Perſon;for if that Name 
belongs to a Perſon of ſuch Na- 
tures, then take away the Natures, 

and you leave only an empty Name, 
a Name of nothing, it 1s in vain 
therefore to ſay, that both own Je- 
ius Chriſt. They who deny the 
Natures of Chriſt, deny his Perſon, 
and they who deny his Perſon deny 
the Lord that bought them, and there- 
jore are Inco: nmunicable. 

Sextily, This Principle ts that Rock 

por whic bC briſt bath built bis Church, 
Petey 


; [ 13 ] 
! Peter makes his Confeſſion of Chriſt, Math. 16. 
' Thou art Chriſt the Son of the Irving HoI9e BYs 
God . And our Lord ſaith, uHpCer this *** 
Rock will 1 build my Church; W hoſo- 
ever therefore denieth this Princi- 
ple,cannot be founded on that Rock 
which the Church of Chriſt is built 
upon ; and conſequently, can be no 
Member of it. 

It is objeated, That both Parties 0%j:#:on. 
believe that Propoſition, That Chriſt 
is the Son of the Irving God. 

I Anſwer, It is impoſlible : For if 1-/mer. 
we don't underſtand the fame thing 
by it, we have not the ſame Faith, 
whilſt one aſlerts by the Son of 
God, 1s meant his Divine Nature, 
and the other, thart by it, 1s meant 
Humane Nature only : Both cannot 
believe the Truth contained in this 
Propoſition, and each Party muft 
ſuppoſe the other to deny that 
Rock upon which Chriſt hath built 
his Church,and therefore cannot be 
Members thereof. 

Seventhly, It is a Principle of 
fuch Conſequence that the Chriſtian 

Reiigion 
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Religion ſtands or falls with it. As 
there is but one God, fo there can 
be hut one true Religion, Now 
There are three Religions in the 
World, «ach of which plead to be 
the true Kelimon, 2132. The Ma- 
bomctan, the Tewiſh:, 3nd the Chriſti- 
an, | mall thereiore, toilowing 
Monſizur Abate 1n his French 
Treariſe of the Divinitie of our 
Lord jeſus Chriit ſhew, 

Firſt, That if Jeſus Chriſt is not 
true God, of the ſame Eſſence with 
his Father, That the MMabometan 
Religion is preferable to the Chri- 
{ſtian, and MMavomet was a greater 
Prophet than Chriſt. 

Secondly, That if Jeſus Chriſt is 
nor true God, of the ſame Eſſence 
with his Father, He wasan Impoſtor 
and decetvyer. 'T he Jews did juſtly in 
ſentencing of him to Death for 
Blaiphemy ; They do well in main- 
taining the ſentence of their Sanhe- 
drim, in rejecting of the Preaching 
of the Apoſtles and Miniiters of 
Chrilt., That Chriſtian ow is 
Ido- 
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Idolatry and Superſtition ; and the 
Meſſiah is not yet come, 

Firſt, If Jeſus Chriſt is not true 
God &c. the Mabometan Religion is 
preferable to the Chriſtian, and Maho- 
met was a greater Prophet than Jeſus 
Chriſt And the Reaſon 1s this, be- 
cauſe the Chriſtian Religion brings 
in Idolatry, and the Mabometan 
aboliſhes it. 

For if Jeſus Chriſt be a Creature 
only ( as he muſt be if he be nor of 
the Eſſence of God ) then that Reli- 
gion that teacheth Divine Adora- 
tion ought to be given to him ( as 
is plain this doth ) brings in Idola- 
try, and they who deny his Deity 
cannot bur believe we are Idolaters. 


' Whereas the Mahometan Religion 


denies a Triaity, denies Chri:t to 
be God, teaches he ovght not to be 


worſhipped; Now if theſe thinz's are 


true, the Mabometan Religion is 


. The beſt, for that Exalts God in the 
> Throne, and puts Jeſus Chriſt in 


his due place wiz. in the rank of 
Creatures only ; whereas the Chri- 
ſtian 


Objettion. 


Anſwer. 


[ 16 ] 
ſtian Religion doth the direQt con- 
trary, as will be proved in the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe. 

It is objected, His Religion is full 
of Fictions, and Idle Fables. 

But we ask, Since they have made 
the Chriſtian Religion and his, of ſo 
near a-kin,how do they know which 
is the True from the Falſe ? 

If Mabomet hath rid the World 
of Chriſtian Idolatry ( for ſo is the 
we of Jeſus Chriſt if he is not 
God )|we ask by what Spirit he did 
this great Work; by the Spirit of 
God, or by the Spirit of the devil ? 
if it be by the Spirit of God then 
how is he an Impoſter ? And how 
can it be ſuppoſed ſo great a thing 
ſhould be done by the Spirit of the 
Devil? Itis a Rule Chrilt gives in 


Mart-7.16 his Goſpel to know Teachers by 


their Fruits, and if Chriſt be not 
God how can we then but have a 
great Opinion of Mabomet, and 
own him ſor a great Prophet of 
God ? For he hath tavght men not 


to confound the Sovereign Being 
with 


L094 
with a Creature, and hath delivered 
many Nations for many Ages from 
this Idolatry, and what 1s greater 
and more Holy than ſuch a Deſign ? 
What can beſpeak a Man more in- 
ſpired of God, than to undertake 
and be ſo ſucceſsful in ſuch a Work 
to diſperſe the darkneſs of this pro- 
found Superſtition from ſo great a 
part of the Univerſe. Surely ( if 
this were true, as they muſt acknow- 
ledge ) he was a very great Prophet 
and all that he taught ought to be 
owned as Divine. Yea, hence it will 
appear that he is a greater Prophet 
than all the Prophets under the 
Law; yea, that he is preferable to 
Jeſus Chriſt. The Prophets under 
the Law they ſpoke only to the Peo- 
ple of Iſrael; But Mabomet hath 
ſpoken to the moſt Conſiderable 
part of the Univerſe; they ſuc- 
ceeded one another becauſe they 
could not live long enough to in- 
{truQ& the People in different Ages ; 
he needed no Companion, nor any 
Succeſſor to baniſh Idolatry ; the 
C anti- 


[ 18 } 

Antient Prophets work'd many 
Miracles to rune Idolatry: But a- 
homet hath ruined it without a Mi- 
racle; yea if that Principle 1s true 
that Jeſus Chriſt was no more than 
a Man, Mahomet is preferable to 
Chriſt himſelf, which will appearif 
von conſider cither his Do&rine or 
the Succeſs of his Miniſtry, If you 
conlider the latter, ]cius Chriſt hath 
ipread his Doctrine in theUniverſe, 
but it hath had'no other effect than 
to pull down one picce of {uperſti- 
tion and to ſet up another in its 
place; to pull down Pagar ldolatry, 
and to ſet up Chriſtian 1dolatry : for 
the ſame Goſpel as forbade them to 
worſhip Pagan Idols, taught them 
to worſhip Jeſus Chriſt : But 2aho- 
«t hath eſtabliſhed his Religion up- 
on firm Foundations, and hath ta- 
ken far wiſer Methods, that Idola- ! 
uy ſhould not rcturn after it was 
once deſtroyed, And if we conſi- , 
_ der his Doctrine ( if Chriſt is not 
God ) we ſhall find that Jeſus Chritt ! 
nath a vaſt diſadvantage to 27abo- 

met 
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met, the DoErine of Aahbomet 
hath a natural Character which 
is oppoſed to Idolatry, and it is not 
ſo of Jeſus Chriſt, it you conſider 
his Language ſpoken by himſelf or 
his Apoſtles. We ſhall comparethe 
Language of Chriſt and of Mabomet 
together, and it will plainly appear 
(upon this Suppoſition) that Mabo- 
met was much wiſer and better than 
Jeſus Chriſt.Chriſt tells us by himſelf 
and ſervants, That he was before John 
Baptiſt, that he was before -ibraham, 
before the making of the World, that be 
zs Alpha and Omega,the Beginning and 
the Ending, the Firſk and the Laſt : 
T bat he was in the beginning with God, 
that be was God in the beginning, That 
all things were made by him and with- 
out him nothing was made that was 
made ;, That he in the beginning laid 
the foundations of the Earth and the 
Heavens are the work of his Hands. 
And that none might doubt of the 
ſenſe in which theſe Expreſſions are 
uſed, he, and his Diſciples, which 
were inſpired by his Spirit, did ap- 
C2 ply 
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ply to him ſuch Scriptures of the 
Prophets which are only applicable 
Kings 8. £0 the moſt High God. The Prophet 
29. faith, God only knows the hearts of the 
Soas of Men, Jeſus Chrilt attributes 
this glorious Title to himſelf, that 
he might beget to himſelf the Fear 
Rev 2.23« and Adoration of Men. And all the 
Churches ſhall know that I am be which 
ſearches the reins and hearts, and I 
will give unto every .one of you accor- 
ding to your works. It 1s ſaid 1n the 
Deur. 6. Law, According to the Expoſiti- 
" on of Chriſt, Thou ſhalt worſhip the 
3310+ Lord thy God and him only ſhalt thou 
ſerve. And the Author of the Epi- 
"ſtle to the Hebrews tells us, That 
when Ged brought his Son into the 
World be ſid, Let all the Angels of God 
worſhip him, &c. Now compare the 
[.anguage of Mahomet with this, 
and it will readily appear, if Chriſt 
1s not God, Mahomet had greater *. 
Truth, Wiſdom, and Charity to the 
Souls of Men, and had greater Care i} 
of and Zeal for the Glory of God 
than Jeſas Chriſt, who when he 
{peaks 


Fleb. 1. 6 
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ſpeaks either by himſelf or his Diſ- 
ciples, makes hunſelf One with the 
moſt High God, both ſpeaking of 
himſelf (as hath been 1aſtanced ) 
ſuch things as can agree to none but 
the Supream Being, and applying 
fuch Scriptures as can agree to none 
elſe. Aahomet doth not thus; 
he declares almoſt in every Page of 
his Alcoran, That there is no other 
but the Eternal Father, which is 
God ; he ſaith of himſelf, he isa Pro- 
phet, a Man inſpired by God, but 


' he would not pals for God ; he ac- 


knowledges Jeſus Chriſt was ſent 
from God: But he would not have 
him have the Name of God, nor of 
the Son of God; his Words are not 
ſo obſcure, nor equiyocal. He ſaith 
plainly, That they are Unbelievers 
and Infidels who ſay that the Son 
of Mary is God ; he faith the Chri- 
ſtians are Infidels, making Thrce 


+ Gods when there is but One, and 
q he would that Men ſhould call upon 


the Creator of Heaven and Earth, 
which made the Light, and the 
C 3 Dark- 
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—"Darkneſs. Now I fay, if Chriſt 
was not God, Mahomet {poke more 
truly and plainly than Chriſt. He 
had more Wiſdom, and took more 
Care, not to intangle the Souls of 
Men ; he was more zealous of the 
Glory of God, and would not At- 
tribute to himſelf the Names and 
Nature of G O D as Chriſt did. 
Theſe areſuch Conſequences as our 
hearts abhor, as full of Blaſphemy ; 
but they are ſuch as we mult be con- 
ſtrained to receive for Truth, if 
Jeſus Chriſt is not of the ſame E(-} 
ſence with his Father. 

2. If Chriſt is not true God, of 
the ſame Eſſence with his Father, 
then he was an Impoſter, his Diſciples 
Deceivers, the Jewiſh Sanhbedrim did 
juſtly in ſentencing him to Death for 
Blaſphemy, the Jews do well in main- 
taining that Sentence ;, inrejetting thi 
Preaching of the Apoſtles and Miniſteri 
of Chriſt, That Chriſtian Religion is «,# 
Cheat, it is Superſtition and Idolatry 
and the Meſſiah is not yet come, An 
certainly it this be proved true, al 

WI: 
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will allow with me, that this Prin- 
ciple is of ſuch a conſequence that 
they who ailert, and they whodeny 
it, ought not to have Communion 
together. 

In order to the Proof of what is 
aſſerted, I rake it for grantcd, 
That none will deny, the Jewiſh 
Sanhedrim  ( being a Council, of 
Gods own appointing, to judze in 
Capital Matters relating to thcir 
own Tranquility, either ia Church 
or State,to the Preſervation of their 
Religion and Lazvs. ) But that they 
had a right to judge, to condemn, 
and to put to Death for Blaſphe- 
my. The only thing therefore to 
prove 15. That it jeſus Chriſt was 
not God, then he was a Blaſphe- 
mer, and they had reaſon to con- 
demn him for Blaſphemy ; whichap- 
pears in what followeth. lt is Blaſ- 
phemy for a meer Creature to call 


'7 himſelf by thoſe Names that are Pro- 


4F per only to the Divine Being, with 


the Names, to aſcribe to himſelfthe 
Nature of God. And thoſe Per- 
C4 fections 
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fections which diſtinguiſh him from 
all Creatures, to aſſert that he is e- 

ual with God, that he ought to 
have Divine Homage and Adorati- 
on -given him; And Laſtly to aſ- 
cribe thoſe Scriptures of the Old 
Teſtament to himſelf, which are 
ſpoken of none but the moſt High 
God. I think none will vindicate 
ſuch a Perſon from being a Blaſphe- 
mer, and his Diſciples, who attri- 
bute theſe things to him, to be Ido- 
laters. It remains then only to 
prove, That he did theſe things, 
which is evident from the Writ- 
ings of his Diſciples; before the 

roof of which I will only remark, 
that what his Diſciples aſſerted of 
him muſt be look't upon as aſſerted 
by himſelf, becauſe that they ſpoke 
as they were Inſpired by his Spirit ; 
it was one and the ſame-Spirit that | 
dwelt in both, f 
Firſt, That the Name of God is gi- ©. 
ven bim, is beyond all Contraditon. | 
John 20. 28, | 
' The great God, Tit. 2,13. Where | 
jon the 
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the Learned note,that the Greek Ar- 
ticle put before the Great God, and 
which agrees to Saviour alſo,is in the 
original a certain Mark that theſc 
two Terms are underſtood of the 
ſame 'Perſon,and that it is Jeſs Chriſt 
who is called the Saviour and great 
God both together. The Trae God, pom. g. 5. 
1 John 5. 20. Yea, God above all 
Bleſſed for ever. The Mighty, Moſt 
Mighty, Pal. 45. 3. Heb. 1.8, Yea 
Almighty is aſcribed to him, Rev. 1.8. 

Secondly, That the Incommuntcablc 
Names of God ( viz, Such as can be- 
long to none but the Supream Being ) 
are aſcribed to him is evident, 

Jebovah 1s a Name only belonging 
to the moſt High God. P/al. 83. 
18. Thou whoſe name alone is Jchovah Pray read 
and this is attributed to Chriſt, if you ##*/c Sc14p- 
compare 1/a. 6. 1. with John 12. 41, 
and Pſal. 102. 25. with Hb, 1. 10. 
Where note, that Lord in theſe 
Texts, 1s Jehovah in the Original. 

I am that I am, is an incommuni- 
cable Name of God, this Jeſus Chriſt Exod. 3 14 
attributes to himſelf, Jobz 8. 58, He 

| ſaith 
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faith not, before Abraham was, 1 
was, but before Abraham was I am. 
Which would not be ſence if he did 
not ſignifie he wasthe[./ am ]before 
Abraham, and the fignificancy of 
that Name, viz. Eternity and Im- 
mutability he claims to Himſelf, 
Rev. 1.8, From whence it 1s evi- 
dent he 1s of the ſame Elilence, &c. 
Or he was a Blaſphemer; becauſe no 
meer Creature can, without Blaſ- 
phemy, aſcribe theſe Names of the 
moſt High God to himſelf. 

2. With the Name, the Nature of 
God and the moſt diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
ratters thereof, be claimes to himſelf. 

[t is the higheſt Blaſphemy for 
a mcer Creatureto claim Eternity : 
For nothing can be Eternal but 
_ God. There can be but One Be- 
ing, that never was made : But 
Tefus Chriſt claims this incommuni- 
cable Perfection of the God-head to 
himſelf, and that in ſuch Terms as 
the Father expreſſes his own Eter- 


iz, 43. 6, nity. Thus faith the Lord the King 


of 1{rael, 1 am the firſt and tne laſt, 
and 


EFF 
and beſides me there is no God ;, and 
thus ſaith Jeſus Chriſt, 7 am the, | s 
Alpha aad Omega, the beginning and pp, 2.8. 
the ending, which is, and which was, ver. 18. 
and which is to come, the Almighty. 
Omniſciency is an incommunicable 
Property of the Divine Being, 
1 Kin's 8, 39. For thou, even tn", 
only knoweſt the Hearts of all the Ch1t- 
dren of Men: And the ſame Jeſus 
Chriſt ſaith of himſelf, 7 am. he 
which ſearcheth the Reins and Hearts, Rev. 2:23, 
And his Diſciples aſcribe this to him, FJobn 21, 
T hou knoweſt all things ;, which muſt 77+ 
be Blaſphemy if he was not God. 
Ommpreſence belongs only to 
God, Ana yet this Chriſt claims 
to himſelf, Math 18. 20. and Chip. 
28. 19, And aſlerts he was in Hca- 
ven, whilſt he was on Earth, Joh: 
3. 13. Which cannot be ſaid of any 
Creature without maniteſt Impicty. 
Ommipotency 1s an Attribute bc- 
longing only to the Supream Being, 
and this 1s ſpoken of Chriſt, Jobz 5. 
19, 21. Phil, 3. 21. 
Immortality is ſo aſcribed to 
| Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, as it is proper only to the 
Eternal God, 1 Tim. 6. 16. who 0z- 
ly dath_immortality dweiling in that 
lizht which no man can approach unty. 
This can be only ſaid of the Su- 
pream Being, Jeſus Chriſt is of the 
ſarae Eſſence therefore, or He is a 
Blaſ>hemer : for it is He of whom 
this is ſpoken, as plainly appears by 
the preceding Verſe. 

Immutainiity is an Actribute be- 
longing only to God, it can only 
be ſaid of God, In him 1s no wari- 

Fan. 1.17 ableneſs neither ſhadow of turning. And 
was he not God of the ſame eſſence 
with the Father, what Blaſphemy 

Heb. 13.8 would it be to ſay, Jeſus Chriſt the 

Chap. 1- ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever. 

10. 11.12. And Thou Lord, in the beginniap, haſt 
laid the Foundations of the Earth, and 
the Heavens are the Work of thy 
Hands ;, they ſhall periſh, but thou r:- 
maineſt, and they ſhall wax old as doth 
a Garment, and as a Veſture ſhalt thou 
fold them together but thou art the 
fame and thy Years (hall not fail 

Of what meer Creature can A be 

ald 
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ſaid, He is Eternal Life, without 
Blaſphemy yet of Jeſus Chrilt 1s It i Fobn 54 
ſaid, This ts the True God, and Eternal 2c: 
Life. 

From all which nothing 1s more 
evident, that he is either True God, 
of the ſame Eſſence with his Father, 
or he was a Blaſphemer, and his 
Diſciples Idolaters: For either a 
meer Creature may aſſume all this 
without Blaſphemy, or elſe theſe 
things are not ſo; and certainly, 
we may as well deny the Light at 
Noon-Day, as the clearneſs of this 
Eyidence. 

3.To ſtrengthen this, Thoſe works 
which are peculiar to the Deity, that 
none did, or could do, but the Moſt 
High God, his Diſciples aſcribe to him 
and foftively aſſert he did them ;; 
which cannot be without Blaſphe- 
my, it he did them not. It is God 
only Created the World ; this was 
the diſtinguiſhing Characcrof God 
in the Old Teſtament,that He made 
Fleaven and Earth, And this is be- 
yond all contradiction aſcribed to 
Jeſrs 


Fobn 1. 1, 
V+ 2, Zo I4., 
Col. 1. 16. 


Heb. 1. 2. 


Mit. 9. 6. 


Iſa. 43.11. 
Chap. 41. 
21, 


Heb, 1 10. 
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Jeſus Chriſt, That all things were 
made by him, and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. That 
ia the beginning he laid the Foundati- 
0ns of the Earth, andthe Heavens arc 
the works of his Hands. 

It is the Almighty God only that 
Suſtains this mighty Univerſe ; all 
things are upheld in bcing by the 
Word of his Power, and yet of Je- 
ſus Chriſt theſe words are ſpoken 
Upholding all things by the word of 
his power : Iask what can be faid 
creater of God than this, and what 
can be greater Blaſphemy, if he 
was a Creature only ? 

Yea, he aſſumes to himſelf the 
power of forgiving ſyns ; of Quicken- 
;ng whom he will, of beſtowing cternal 
life. 

The Peculiar Character of SA- 
FViOUR, whereby the God of 1ſrael 
is diſtinguiſhed from all other Gods, 
he eminently claims, 7 am the Lord 
and b:fides me th re is no Saviour. 
This is ſpoken on purpoſe to beat 
men off from truſting in any other, 
as 
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as a Saviour, but the God of Iſrael ; 
and this is aſcribed to Chrilt in the 
moſt eminent manner, The ſavi- 


our of all men, the Saviour of the 1Tim.4.10 


World, who 1s to- be believed in jo 4+42. 
om. 


and truſted in as ſuch. 

Fourthly, That you may be aſſured 
all this was ſpoken properly of him, 
the Evangeliſts acquaint us he 
made himſelf cqual with God, John 
5.18. He ſaid alſo God was his Father, 
making himſelf equal with God. John 
10. 30. 1 and my Father are one, 
whereupon the jews took up Stones 
to ſtone him for Blaphemy, becauſe 
he being a Man made himſe!f God. 
ver. 33. And leaſt any ſhould think 
It was only the Jews miltake, the 
Apoſtle Paul aſſures ns, Thaw Jeſus 
Chriſt thought it no robbery to be equal 
with bim. For he ſaith without any 
manner of heſitation, Phil.2.6. that 
be was in the form of God, and thorght 
it n0 robbery to be equal with God. 

In 7/a. 40. 25. the Lord makes a 
challenge, to whom then will yorr likes: 
me or ſhall I be equal, ſaith ths Holy one. 
Heavea 


V. 17-18, 


2 Cor, 4e7- 
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Heaven and Earthand all the Crea- 
tures in it cannot be Compared 
with him, they are nothing, leſs than 
nothing and Vanity, But the Apoſtle 
Paul likens, compares, and equals 
Jeſus Chriſt to him,and lets us know, 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelt thought it no 
Robery to be equal to the moſt High 
God ; whobeing in the Form of God 
thought it no robery to be cqual with 
God. It is the more to be remark't, 
becauſe it is the Apoſtle Paul that 
thus ſpeaks, who above all the 
Apoſtles exalts God, and debaſes 
the Creature. We have this treaſure 
in earthen Veſſels, to the end that the 
excellency of the Power may be of God, 
and not of us. Who very well knew, 
that Jeſus Chriſt was accuſed, of 
Blaſphemy, and was Condemned, 
and Crucified for making himſelf 
equal with God. Who alſo knew 
the Prophet 1/aiab had aſſerted there 
was none to be likened or compared 
with Him, and yet with the greateſt 
aſſurance aſſerts, He was in the 
Form of God, and was equal to him. 
Jeſus 
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Ieſus Chriſt therefore 1s of the ſame 
Ellence with the Fathcr, or he was 
the greateſt of Blaſphemers. 

-z. To put the Matter out of 
doubr, that ail this was ſpoken in a 
true and proper Scnle,be requires Dt- 
vine Adoration,and his Diſciples aſjert, 
it is due to him, and Divine Adora- 
tion cannot be given to the high- 
eſt Creature without Idolatry; it is 
moſt certain they which adore God, 
adore none but under that Idea : But 
they gave Adoration to Jeſus Chrilt. 
The Evangelilts tell us, ' hat at his 
Birth he was adored; friſt by the 
Shepherds of Bethlehem, and then 
by the Wiſe Men; and the Au- 
thor to the Hebrews expreſly tells 
us, That nhea he was brought into Heb. 1.6. 
te World ; Cod ſaid, let all the An- 
gels of God IWorſhip him, He requi- 
red, that Men ſhould Fonour the Fobn 5.22. 
Som as they honowed the Father. 
'T hat as they believed 12 God, they Chap 14-1. 
{hold believe in him, and can there 
be Faith in Chriſt without Paying 
Divine Homage to him ! [2 him Rom.15. 2: 
D [ball 


Fer, 17- 


Matth. 158. 
19, 
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wo 
ſhall the Gentiles truſt. And a Curſe 


is pronounced again{t truſting in a 
Creature. Both outward and IN- 
ward Worſhip is required to be 
given Him. 

1. He requires we ſhould Dedi- 
cate our ſclves to him, and there- 
fore mult be Baptized | in his Name; 
whereby we are Devoted to Him. 

2. Divine Invocation is given 
to him by his Dilciples, Ads 7. 59. 
I Cor. 1.2. 

3. Divine Praiſes are offered up 
oy him, Rev. 5. 9. Chap. 7. 9, 10, 

Chap. 1 = T9 
4. He received W orſhip from 


the Leper, Alat. 6.2. 


From 1s Diſ.iples, /Aaat. 28. 17. 
When they fjuw trim tuey Worſhipped 


lim. 


From tne Mariners, Matth, 14. 
33. This tne Angel would not 
receive from John, "becauſe he was 
a Creature only, but charges him 
to Worſhip God, Rev. 22. 8, 9. 
From whence one of theſe Three 
Things will follow, that cither 
. That 
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t. The Angel was miſtaken, his 
Charge to Joha needleſs, and his 
Direction to Worſhip God Alone, 
in Vain. Or, 

2. That Jeſus Chriſt was God 
by Nature, and ſo Divine Worſhip 
belonged to him ( which 1s certain- 
Iy the Truth.) Or, 

3. He was an Impoſtor, and was 
guilty of Blaſphemy in receiving 
that Worſhip and Honour as be- 
longed to God only. 


I know it is Objected, That the 04je4ivn. 


Honour required by Jeſus Chriſt 
was not the Honour due to Go@ 
alone. 


I Anſwer, The contrary 1s caſi- Anſwer. 


ly Evinced, That Jeſus Chriſt requi- 
red that Honour as 1s due to God a- 
lone : For He required Divine Ado- 
ration 1n "Thought, in Word, and 
Deed. 

1. In Thought, He Attributes to 
himſelf the Names and Nature of 
God, his Eternity, Almighty Pow- 
er, Immutability, &c. And for 
what End can this be, but that we 

D 2 might 
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might think him to be the moſt 
High God. -- 

2, In Word, For to what-end 
Joth he take to himſelf the Names 
and Titles of the moſt High God, 
but that we might call Him by 
thoſe Names, and ſpeak of him as 
he that made all Things, &c. 

3. In Deed: And this appears, 
becauſe he requires to be honou- 
red and loved above all, That we 
ſhould love him above all our Re- 
lations, Father, Mother, Wife, 
and Chil dren, 3c, That we ſheald 


'give him not. the Sacrifice of Ox- 


en, of Calves of a Year Old, @c. 
But of our Blood, he requires 1$ 
to looſe our Lives for the Honour 
of his Name, to Sacrifice our ſelves, 
and all we have for his Sake ; 
whocver doth this, muit own him 
to be very God, becauſe theſe are 
Duties that are owing Only to the 
moſt High. 

It 1s further Objeded, That he 
did declare to the W orld, that 
the Father. 1s greater than he, and 
there- 


Us rp 
therefore what hath been ſaid, :s 
not to be underſtood in a proper 
and litteral Sence, but in a hgnra- 
tive only. 

| Anſwer, If he was not os the 
ſame Eilence with his Father, this 
is fo far from an excuſe, as it wold 
increaſe his Guilt, that he ſhould 
notwithſtanding this acxnowledge- 
ment, aſſume an equality with the 
moſt High God, in Names, Nature, 
Works, and Worſhip. 

Should a Miniiter of Stite take 
to himſelf the peculiar T itles of the 
King, take the Name ot Sovereign, 


Anſwer , 


ſtamo his Imave on the Coin, af-' 
1 5 


cribe to himfſelt the peculiar Glo- 
rics of the Prince, and receive Ho- 
mage, as ſuch, would it excuſe him 
to ſay he ſtill acknowldzed the 
King to be greater than he. 
Suppoſe Aofes, when he came 
down from the Mort, with the 


Glory on his Face, had called him- 
{elf by the Names of God, Attri- 
buted to himſelf his Nature, and 
required the People to give him 

24 


M 
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Atloration. I ask, whether the 
People of Iſrael ought not to have 
accomnted him a Seducer, and re- 
jected. him as ſuch, in as mucin 'as 
he tavght them it was a Law writ- 
ten "ith the Finger of God, Exod. 
20. 'Thou (halt have no other Gods be- 
fore me. In like manner the Jews 
were oblized to reject Jeſus Chrilt 
( if he were not of the Eſſence of his 
Father ) when he called himſelf by 
the Names of God, attributed to 
himſelf his Nature, and required 
the People to give him Adoration, 
in as much as he taught them, 
HMatth. 4.10. Thou ſhalt Worſhip 
the Lord thy God, an1 him Only ſhalt 
thor ſerve. It is no excuſe, to ſay 
theſe Things are ſpoken Hyperbo- 
lically and Figuratively, for ſuch 
Hyperbolics, and ſuch Figures 
would be Impious and Wicked, 
and open a wide door for Blaſphe- 
my, for why might not Peter or 
Paul aſcribe theſe Things to them- 
ielves, and what hinders any from 
xttributing to themſelves the Names, 

the 
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the Natures, the Offices, and 
Works of Jeſus Chriſt, it they may 
excuſe themſelves after this Man- 
nere 

6. That theſe Things were ſpo- 
ken properly of ]cſus Chriſt is be- 
yond all (cruple Confirmed, in that 
thoſe Scriptures of the Old Teſtament 
that are applic, ible to none but the moſt 
High God, are aſcribed to Him. 
Hcre I might give you a large Ca- 
talogne, but it ſhall ſuffice to give 
ſome Inſtances, 

The firſt is, 1/a. 6. 1, 2, 3, 4. n 
the Year that King Uzziah died, I 
ſaw alſo Fehovah ſitting upon a 
Throne, high and lifted up, and his 
Train filled the Temple. Ver. 2. 
Above it flood the Seraphims, &C. 
Ver. 3. Aad one cried unto another, 
and ſaid Holy, Holy, Holy, 1s the 
Lord of Hoſts, ti;e whole Earth is full 
of his Glory, Tenovah, the King, 
the Lord of Hoſts, and Holy, Ho- 
ly, Holy, are peculiar Characters 
of the moſt High God, and none 


can without Blaſphemy , aſcribe 
ID 4 theſe 
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theſe to a meer Creature. But 
Johu the Evangclilt - applies theſe 
to Jeſus Chriſt, John 1 2. 39, 40, 41. 
Theſe Things ſaid ifatih, when he 
ſaw his Glory and ſpate of bim. And 
the Things that are here mention- 
ed, ver. 39, 49. Iſaiah ſaith, when 
he had that Viſion, ver. 9,10. 
2.Tiftance, Pſalm 68. 17, 18, 19, The Cha- 
riots of God are Twcaity Thouſand, 
evcn Thouſands of Angels : The Lord 
is among them as 14 Sinai, in the Ho- 
ly Place, Ver. 18. Thou haſt aſcen- 
ded on bigh, thou baſt led Captivity 
Captive : "I bou baſt- received Gifts 
for Men; yea for the rebcllious- alſo, 
that the Lord God might dwell among 
them, Ver. 19. Bleſjed be the Lord, 
who daily loadeth us with bis Benefits, 
even the God of our Salvation, Selah, 
Theſe are Characters belonging 
only to *.1e moſt High God. Bur 
thi is Text 1s expreſly applied to Je- 
ſus Chriſt by the Apoſtle Par, 
Eph: 4.6, 9. Wherefore He ſaith, 
when he aſcended up on hgh, he led 
Captivity Captive, and gave Gifts 
ro 
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to Men, Now He that af.cnded was 
He that deſcended jirfe into the lower 
Parts of the Earth, winch was Jeſus 


Chriſt. 


Iſa. 40. V. 3» T be Loire of hm 3. Inſtance. 


that cricth 1: the Wilders js, frepare 
ye the way of the Lord, eu fir.ap bt 
171 tie Deſert a oa h IF; iy | or our Go 4 
Ver. 4. Eve: ltey ſhall be exalted, 
aiid every o iatÞes. and Fill ſhall 
be made low ;, and the crooxed ſhall be 
made firaight, and the ro»4h places 
_ Ver. 5. 4nd the Glory of te 
Lord ſhall be revealed, CC. Ver. 9 
Say unto the Cities of Tudan, Ichold 
your God, Ver. 10. Fehold t he Lord 
will come with ſtrong Hand, and his 
Arm ſhall rule for bin; lebold his 
Reward is with him, and bis Work 
nejere bim. Ver. 11. Hc ſoall feed 
his Flock like a Shepherd, hs (h all £.- 
ther the Lambs with bis Arms, and 
carry them in lis boſoin, and ſhall 
gently lead thoje that are with Young. 
Ver. 12 ar bo k.2th meaſured the IWa- 
ters in the b1; ” of bis Hand, ard 
meeted ont rocatÞ, with a Span, and 
come 
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comprehended the Duſt of the Earth in 
a meaſure, and weighed the Moun- 
tains in Scales, and the Hills in a Bal- 
lance, &C. Theſe are without any 
difficulty the Characters of the moſt 
Hioh God, and the Evangellt plain- 
'y ap plies theſe ro Chriſt, in ma- 

Fobn 1.22. king Jobz Baptijt to,be this Voice, 
and” Chriſt to be” this Lord, of 
whom plainly all theſe are ſpoken, 
Luke 3. 4, 5,6. \ As it ts written in 
the Book of the/ Words of Iatas the 
Prophet ſaying, the Voice of one cry- 
ins in the Wilderneſs, prepare ye the 
way of the Lord, make bis Paths 
flraight, QC. 

4. Inſtance, ſa. 35. 4, 5, 6. Say to them that 
are of 'a fearful Heart, be ſtronp, 
fear not, behold your God mill come 
with Vengeance, even God with a re- 
compenſe, he will come and ſave you. 
Ver. 5. Then the Eyes of the Blind 
ſhall be opened, and the Ears of the 
Deaf ſhall be miſtopped. Ver. 6. 
Then ſnall the Lame an leap as an 
Hait, and the Tongue of the Dumb 


fong : For in the Widerneſs ſhall Was 
ters 


- 
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ters break out, and Streams in the 
Deſert. Read Matth. 15.4, 5- and 
yon will ſee that Chriſt makes a 
tiſible Application of this Scriptrere 
in the Anſwer, he gives to the 
Diſciples of Joha Faptiſtk, Hereuvp- 
on he declares himſclf to be the God 
of Iſrael, the Cod of Vengeance, and 
Recompence, and the God of their Sal- 
vation. All which are T iiles given 
by this Scripture to the moſt High. 


Iſa. 8. I 3,14. Sandifie the Lord of 5. Inſtance. 


Hoſts himſelf, and let him be your 
fear, and let him be your dread. Ver. 
14. And be ſhall be for a Santuary, 
but for a Stone of ſtumbling, and foy 
a Rock of offence to hoth the Houſes 
of Iſrael, for a gin, and for a fuare 
to the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem. This 
Scripture that 1s applicable to none 
but to the moſt High God, is ap- 
plied to Chriſt, Luke 2. 34. Fom. 
9. 33. and 1 Pet. 2. 8. Hereupon 
His Diſciples declares him to be 
the Lord of Hoſts himſelf, who 1s to 
be our fear and dread whom we are 
to ſandifie, as ſuch, in oar Hearts. 


Ifa. 


6.Inſtance, 
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Ifa. 45. 21, 22, 23. Have not I the 
Lord, andthereisnoGodelſe beſide me, 
a jr:ft Goa and a Savieur, there 1s none 
beſzd: me, Ver. 22, Look unto meg 
ard bc ye ſaved all the cads of the Earth, 
for I a4 God, and there 1s none elſe. 


Ver. 23. 1 have ſworn by my ſelf, 


the Word is gone out of my Mouth tn 
Righteouſiſs, and ſb, il gt return, 
tvat unto me every Knee ſiall bow, 
every Tongue ſhall ſwear, This 
Scripture that contains ſo many 
diſtinguiſhing Characters of the 
moſt Hiol, God 1s applied t&yChrilſt, 
Rom. 14. 9, 10, 11. For to this ead 
C Drift both died and roſc, and rcui- 
ved, that he might be Lord both of 
the D ca; and of the Living, Ver, 
] O, = For we [hall ail ſtand be- 


Tore - Judgent Seat of Chriſt. 


Ver. For it 1s written, as I live, 
[th th Je Lim: 4, every Knee ſhall bow 
to me, and every Tongite ſhall confeſs 
to God, It is likewiſe applied to 
him, Phkz!, 2. 10, 11, From whence 
*T 1s —_ "Jeſus Chriſt zs the 
Lord, and there is n9 God clſe beſade 


him, 
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him, a juſt God and S.rviouw, and 
none beſade him. That all the ends 
ef the Earth are to look to hi»1 and be 


ſaved, for be is God and there 1s none 


elſe. That he is the Object of his 
own Oath, that Fe ſwears by him- 
ſelf, becauſe he cannot ſwear by a 
greater. 

Pſalm 192. 25. Of Old baſt thor 
laid the Foundation of the Earth: And 
the Heavens are the Work of thy 
Hands. Ver. 26. They (hall periſh, 
but thou ſhalt endure, yea all of then: 
ſhall wax old like a Garment, as a 
Vefture ſhalt ther change them; ard 
they ſhall be cha:z:d, Ver. 27. Put 
thou art the ſane, aud ily Years ſhall 
have no end, Notwithlianding this 
Text 1s fo peculiar to the Supream 
Being, diſtingriſhing him from 81] 
that is not God ; the Author to the 
Flebrews, as hath becn Inftanccd, 
exprelly aſcribes 1t to Chriſt, 72h. 
1. 10, And thou Lord in the vegin- 
mag baſt laid the Fomidations oj the 
Farth, &c. Now | ſay, it is very 
ſtrange and ſurprizin?s, that the 

I 3{C3= 


7. Inſtance, 
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Diiciples of Chriſt ( unleſs they 
were the worſt of Men ) ſhould 
make ſuch Applications to Jeſus 
Chrilt, it he is not of the ſame Eſ- 
ſence with the Father. And fur- 
ther, wecannot imagine they would 
aſcribe the peculiar Glories of the 
Divine Nature to him, it we con- 
l:der, 

1, That the Light: of Nature 
{ufficicntly taught them, that they 
ought not to m: nake Applications of 
thoſe Things to a Creature, which 
belongs to the Creator, excluſive of 
a}l Creatures. 


2. It you rcipect them as taught. 


11 the Schools of the Prophets, this 
cannot be imagin2d: Becauſe there 
is nothing can equal the Circumſpe- 
Aion of the Pr ophets in this reſpect ; 

It will neceiſa;ily foilow therefore, 

if Jeſus Chrilt is not God of the 
ſame Eſſence with his Father, -he 
was a Blaſphemer, and the Jewiſh 
Sannedrim d1d very jultly to Sen- 
tence him to Death for it. Aud 


to corroborate what hath bcen ſaid, 
CON- 
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conſider if he was not God by Na- 
ture, what Reaſon the Jews had 
rhus to proceed agalnlt him, 

The very firit Precept in their 
Decticnns ( which they had contt- 
nually before their” Eyes) was, 
Thou ſhalt have no other Gods bc fore Exod.20.3 
me ;, this they taught their Chil- 
eren, their Servants, and all under 
their Care. 

2, They well knew it was Ido- 
latry to give Divine Worſhip to a 
Creature only, and Blaiphemy for 
a meer Creature to take to himſelf 
the Glory due to o_ their Pro- 
phets well inſtructed them in that 
Doctrine, that God would not vive 
his Glory to another. 

3. They well knew, that the bleſ- 
ſed God had given himſ:!f Names 
on purpoſe to diſtinguiſh Bim from 
all Creatures whatſoever, as Jcho- 
vab, &c. The which Names tney 
had in mighty Reverenc?. 

4. "They knew that it was Blaſ- 
phemy for a meer Creature to aſ- 
fume his Names, Natvre, Works, 

and 


ly 
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and Worſhip, and that it was [do- 
latry to attribute theſe to ſuch an 
ONC, 
s. The Prophets were very di- 
ligent to prevent Idolatry, which 
vas the Sin this People was exceed- 
ingly addicted to? and therefore 
warned them againſt tne leaſt ap- 
pearance thereof, and this they did 
tor the Glory of the God of 1/rael, 
that none might be acknowledged 
for the true God belides ; and for 
the Salvation of Men, becauſe Ido- 
laters were not to center into the 

Kingdom of Heaven. 

6. Jeſus Chrilt aid lay, He and 
His Father were one, John 10. 30. 
That tnerefore they who had ſeen 
him had ſcen the Father. That he 
was in the Father and the Father mn 
him. Thereby he did make him- 
ſelf qua! with God , John 5. 18. 
which 1s plain, in that his Ditci- 
vles that were inſpired - with 
is Spirit, aſſert the ſame Thing 
of him, as hath been evidenced; 
for this the Jews accuſed him; 

for 
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him; for this they condemned him, 
and that with the greateſt Reaſon, if 
tee where not true God of the ſame 
Eſſence with the Father, and fo equal 
with him, 

Theſe are the Things that the Jews 
alledge in their Defence, for crucity- 
ing of Jeſus Chriſt;and wedemand how 
any Man, or any Company of Men 
whatſoever, that deny the Divinity of 
our Lord, can take off the force of 
tizem ; it was according to their own 
Law which God had given them, and 
according to his own Expoſition of it, 
T hou ſhalt worſhip the Loyd thy God, and 
him only ſhalt tho ſerve, Matth. 4. 10. 
And it was for that which we mult al- 
low Blaſphemy 1a ancther Caſe; for 
ſuppoſe any Perſon among the Chri- 
ſtians ſhould attribute to himſelf, the 
Names, and Natures, the Works, 
and Offices of Jeſus Chriſt, It he ſhould 
ſay he was the Lamb of God that takes a- 
way the Sins of the World, that he is the 
great Propyct and High-Prieſt of the New. 
Teſt.imment, a Prieſt for ever after the 
Order of Melchizedeck, the wonderful 

t Cours 
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Counſellor, the mighty God, the Ever- 
laſting Father, the Prince of Peace, Im= 


manel, God with us, Jeſus a Saviour, 


Chriſt the Anointed, the Eternal Word, 
the Saviour of the World, the Alpha and 
Omega, the Beginning and the Ending, 
&c, That he is the only begotten Son of 
God, that there is no other Name given 
under Heaven, whereby Men can be 
ſaved but his, that he 1s the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life, and no Man comes 
unto the Father but by him. Would 
got ſuch an one. be juſtly eſteemed a- 
mong Chriſtians as an Impious and 
Blaſphemous Perſon. In like man- 
ner, for Jeſus Chriſt to attribute to 
Himſelf the Names, the Nature, the 
Works, and Worſhip of the moſt 
High God ; and at the ſame time was 
not ſo, he could not be eſteemed a- 
mongſt the Jews then, nor Can with 
any juſt Reaſon be eſteemed by any 
ſince, to be otherwiſe, than a noto= 
Tous Blaſphemer, and from hence it 
would follow, his Diſciples were de- 
ceivers, that the Jewiſh Sanhbedrim did 
well in {entencing Chriſt to Death, 

that 
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that the Jews do well in maintaining 
that Sentence, and in rejecting the 
Preaching of his Diſciples, that Chri- 
ſtian Religion is Superſtition and Ido- 
latry, and the Adeſhah is not yet 
come. For what is Idolatry, but to 
give the eſſential Glory of. God to a 
Creature only ; if Herod was guilty 
of Idolatry, fot permitting. the Peo- 
ple to ſay it is the Voice of God, and 
not ofa Man, ifithough thoſe that of- 
fered one Grain of Incenſe to-an Idol, 
were guilty of this Crime, and they 
who ſwore by the Head of the Empe- 
rour were not Innocent, though at 
the ſame Time they did not imagine 
the Emperour to be God, what a 
piece of Idolatry and Superſtition 
muſt that Syſteme be, that gives the 
incommunicable Glory of God to a 
Man only, and requires Divine Ado- 
ration to be rendered to him? yea, 
if- Chriſt is not God of the ſame Eſ- 
ſence of his Father it repreſents him, 
as an Actour on a Stage, that takes 
the Name, the Apparel, and Acts the 
Part of a Prince, when at the ſame 

E 3 time 
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time he is one of the meaneſt Suhjeas, 
for it repreſents Chriſt as God, Ged 
over all bleſſed for ever, the Almighty, 
All-feeing, Eternal, Immutable. I he 
True God, end Fternal Life, as he that 
laid the Foundations of the Earth, Qc. 
When in Deed and in Truth he was 
but a meer Creature, and in reality 
had none of theſe Excellencies in him, 
there 1s.a neceſſity therefore to give 
up the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and turn either 7ſahomet ans, or Jews 
it this Principle 1s not true, That Jeſus 
Criſt is true Goa, of the ſ.ume Fſſence 
with the Fathzy, From whence it is 
evident, that this is a Principle of ſuch 
a Nature, that the Chriſtian Religion 
ſtands or falls with it, and therefore 
they who aſſert, and they who deny 
it cannot have Chriſtian Communion 
tozether,. 

8. They . which aſſcrt, and they 
which deny this Principle, ought not 
to have Communion together at the 
Lords Table, becanie one or the other 
211:/t be ignorant of what it repreſents, and 
[1nifies, they mou'd have different Ideas 

repre- 


»r 
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repreſented by the ſame Elements, To 
the one it would repreſent Jeſus 
Chriſt, giving himſelt for us an Offer- 
ing and a Sacrifice to God of a ſweet 
{melling Savour, the Humane Nature 
offered up, and by Reaſon of its Uni- 
on with the Divine making Satisfacti- 
on, to Divine Jultice, anſwering the 
demands of the Law, and obtaining 
Salvation for us. 

Whilft it repreſents to the Sccint.cns 
nothing elſe but a mcer Man Suffering 
as an Example of Patience and Sub- 
miſſion to the Will of God. Ir ſets 
forth to the one the Infinite and ama- 
zing Love of God in giving his Son, 
jus only begotten Son, that lay in his 
Boſom, and was his delight from *- 
ternity to become a Sacrifice tor Sin- 
ners, to bear their Griefs, and Carry jy... -. 
their Sorrows, to be wounded for their 
Tranſareſſions, and bruſed for their Iut- 
qutttes, to give him up to Death, even 
taat ſhameful, painful, and accurſed 
Death of the Croſs. And it ſets 
torth the amazing Love of Jeſus 
Chriſt, or as the Apoſtle ſpeaks the 2 Cor.8.3, 

E 3 Grace 


Phil. 2. 6+ 


Heb.13.10 
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Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that 
though he was Rich, for their ſakes he 
became Poor, that through his Poverty 
they might be made Rich. That he 
that was in the form of God, and thought 
it no robbery to be equal with bim made 
himſelf of no Reputation, &c. But it 
repreſents no ſuch thing to the 0- 
ther; no more Love, than to make a 
glorious Man, and ſet him to be an 
Example of Holineſs, Patience, and 
Humility both in his Life, and Death; 
and ought they to have Communion 
together at the Lords Table, that are 
not agreed what the Ordinance re- 
preſents and ſignihes? can they be ſaid 
to diſcern the Lords Body, that difſ- 
cern it not to be a Sacrifice offered 
up to God for our Sins? This is an 
Altar, of which they have no right 
to Eat. 

9. They ovght not to have Com- 
munion together, becauſe they muſt 
efteem each other, either Unbelievers or 
Fereticks, and neither are communi- 
cable, I have already ſhewn, that if 
Chriſt be God, &c. then thoſe that 
never 


Ikea *a> Jas ic 


. 55 ] 


never believed it cannot be ſaid to be 
Believers in Chriſt, inaſmuch as they 
cannot be faid to Believe that Thing, 
who deny what is Eſſential to it, and 
they denying what is eſſential to the 
Perſon of Chrilt, cannot be ſaid to 
believe in that Perſon, and as for 
thoſe that have believed ir, and de- 
parted from this Faith, they cannor 
but be looked upon to be Hereticks, 
for there is nothing Herelie if this be 
not Hereſie, which Roots up the ve- 
ry Foundations, and denies the Lord 
that bought them, which overthrows 
the Chriſtian Faith, and turns it out 
of the World. 

An Keretick 1s one that 1s condemn- 0bj:40n, 
ed of himſelf, and unleſs they are con- 
demned 1a their own Conſciences, that Tit. 2, 10, 
what they hold is Hereſie, they are **- 
not Hereticks. 

1, Then it will follow, that it can Anſwer 
never be known who. is a Herctick 1n- 
aſmuch as we cannot know the Con- 
ſciences of Men, and thea the Apoſtle 
might have kept that Rule to himſelf, 

Ver. 10, A Man that is an Herctick 
F 4 JIHtoy 
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after the firſt and ſecond Acmomtion re- 
je, for it were abſurd tor him to give 
an Injunction, as a Rule of Diſcipline 
in the Church that was impoſſible to. 
followed. 

2. Therefore a Man is condemned 
of himſelf, that renounceth the great 
Truths he hath owned ; he that once 
profcſicd Jeſus Chriſt to be the Meſſr- 
ah the Son, and ſent of God, was de- 
voted to him by Baptiſm, and ac- 
knowledged the - Doctrines revealed 
by him, and fiace hath apoſtatized 
there-from is condemned of himſelf, 
his own Actions ſhew him to be ſelt- 
condemned, for tnerc is no better rule 
than to judge of the Tree by its Fruit, 
and Actious ſpeak more than Words. 

The Foundation Principles of Chri- 
ſttanity carry very great Evidence 
with them, they recommend them- 
ſelves to every Mans Conſcience in 
the light of God, we have the great- 
eſt Reaſon therefore to judge thoſe 
ſelt-condemned, condemned in their 
own Conſciences, who have departed 
:rom the Faith, Ver. 11. SE 50 

tat 
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that is ſuch, is ſubverted, and fanneth, 
beins condemned of himſelf, it follows 
hence, they are not communicable, 
becauſe an Heretick after the firſt and 
ſecond Admonition reject. 

10. They who maintain a Separa- 
tion, becauſe of Principles of far leſſer 
Moment, mnſt acknowledge that they 
who aſſert, and they who deny this, 
ought not to haye Communion toge- 
ther ; and if we look upon profeſſed 
Chriſtians of all Perſuaſions, we ſhall 
find they do ſo. 

The -Idolatry of the Church of 
Rome, for which the Proteſtants ſepa- 
rate from them, is not fo groſs as 
this, for this is directly and formal- 
ly giving Divine Adoration to a 
Creature only, eſpecially in thoſe that 
deny his Deity, and yet give him Di- 
vine Worſhip. 

The Reaſons for which the Presby- 
terians and Independaits ſeparate from 
the Church of England arc very "'E Flo 

2S 1n Compariſon of this. 

Moſt baptized Churches maintaia a 
Separation irom thoſe that are unbap- 
tized, 
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tized, and many will allow Commu- 
nion with none that are not in the 
Profeſſion and Prattice of thoſe fix 
Principles, Heb. 6. 1, 2. But what is 
Baptiſm, or Laying on of Hands, to 
this Principle; can any urge that they 
are of that Conſequence, that they 
who aſſert, or they who deny them 
muſt be either Blaſphemers or Idola- 
ters ? That they deny the true Chriſt, 
and bring in another 1m his ſtead, that 
they deny the Lord that bought them, 
that Chriſtianity it ſelf ſtands or falls 
with it. If then a Separation between 
the Baptiſts and Pedo-baptiſts is war- 
rantable, that they which are rightly 
Baptized, and thoſe which are nor, 
ought not to have Communion toge- 
ther; much more ought not they, 
that aſſert and deny, that Believe 
_ Disbelieve this great Princi- 
ple 

Obj. There. are but few who are 
capable to underſtand this great My- 
ſtery, and therefore it cannot be a 
Principle of ſuch Conſequence. 
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The mcaneſt Chriſtian is capable Arſwer. | 
to believe what is required of them 
in this Caſe, the Holy Scriptures re- 
veal as we have ſhewn, that Teſs 
Chriſt is God, Eternal, Almigbty, EC, 
That be is Man of the Seed of the Wo- 
man, of the Seed of David according 
to the Fleſh, and did partake of our 
Fleſh and Blood. So that he was both 
God and Man this is plain. But how 
theſe two Natures did unite, or after 
what manner this Union was made, 
as it is paſt our Capacity to reach it, 
ſo this is our Comfort, we are not 
obliged to underſtand it. True Faith 
believes the Thing, notwithſtanding 
Reaſon cannot Fathom the manner 
of them ; and this Anſwers all the cla- 
mours made in this Caſe, for gene- 
rally thoſe Chriſtians that are not 
concerned in theſe Controverſies, be- 
lieve this Truth with the greateſt 
ſtedfaſtneſs ; they read in Scripture, 
that Jeſus Chriſt is the true God and 
Eternal Life, that he is God over all 
_ Bleſſed for ever, that be made the World 
and all Things in it : And they read 
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that he was Man like unto us ia all 
Things, Sin only excejted, and they 
believe theſe Things firmly and true- 
ly, becauſe God hath ſaid them, and 
ask not with a carping mind how 
can theſe Things be, they adore it 
as a Myſtery, but humbly believe it 
as an undouubted Truth. 

There are many whoſe Lives and 
Converfations (for many Years paſt) 
declare them to b2 good Chriſtians, 
that are Holy and Piovs Men, Men 
of great Study, Labour, Sufferings, 
and Self-denial, that are deſirous to 
know what is the Mind and Will of 
God, and yet believe not this Prin- 
ciple, but the Contrary, ought we 
not therefore in Charity to eſteem 
them good Chriſtians, and have Com- 
munion with them notwithſtanding. 

I Anſwer, 1. In the Words of the 
Apoſtle, Gal. 1.8, 9. Though we or 
an Angel from Heaven Preach any 0- 
ther Goſpel unto you, then that which we 
have preached unto you, let bim be ac- 
cated. | 


2. We 


[. 61 } 


2, We are to diſtinguiſh between 
the Seducers that cunningly lye 1n 
wait to deceive, and thoſe who thro' 
Ignorance, Simplicity, or flexiÞble- 
neſs of Spirit are ſeduced by them, 


to the firſt we are not to give Place Gal. 2. <. 
no not for an hour, beware of falſe Pro- Mat. 7-15» 


pbets, the Elders of Churches are pe- 
culiarly charged to keep theſe out of 
the Flock, As 20. 28, 29, 30, 31. 
The Apoſtle Treats theie with the 
greatelt Severity, Beware of Dogs, 
beware of evil workers, beware of the 
Conciſton, Phil. 3.2. Whoſe Mouths 
mult be ſtopped, Tit. 1.11. Becauſe 
their Words wiil eat as doth a Canker, 
2 Tim. 2. 17. 

2. To thoſe that are ſeduced by 
them, we are to carry it with the 
greateſt Love and Tenderneſs in Or- 
der to regain them, fo the. Apoſtle 


© Treats the ſeduced Galatians, My lit- Gal. 419. 


tile Children, of whom 1 Travel in Birth 
azain : He mixeth Intreaties with his 


iharp Rebukes. Thus we ft on!d 17 , Tin, 2. 
meekneſs inſtru@ thoſe that oppoje them- 25, 26. 


ſelves, that they may be recovered Giit of 
the Snare of the Devil. 3. If 
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3. If after all means uſed, they per- 
ſiſt in their Hereſies they are to be 
rejected, for a little Leaven leaveneth 

« 2. 10, the whole Lump, after the firſk and ſe- 
cond Admonition rejeF, and this fully 
anſwereth the ObjeQion; for let their 
Lives and Converſations be never ſo 
exact, let them be Men of neyer ſo 
great Study, Labour, Sufferings and 
Self-denial, yet they are to be rejected 
by the Church ; which ſhews,that not- 
withſtanding this, they are not good 
Chriſtians, and therefore their Piety 
but ſeeming and not real, becauſe 
good Chriſtians are not to be reje- 
ed from the Communion of the 
Church as Hereticks. 

And as for their being willing to 
know the Truth, we find by Expe- 
rience, that after they have once 
eſpouſed and broached their Here- 
ſies, they ſet themſelves with all cun- 
ning ſubtlety and obſtinacy to op- / 
poſe the Truth, and maintain their 
Errors ; ſhutting their Eyes againſt 
all the Evidence that the Truth car- 


rics with it, and uling all ways what- 
ſoever 
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ſoever to evade the force thereof, 
whereby whatſoever they may fay, 

It is plain to every Obſerver ; that 
they are not willing to know any 
Thing to be Truth, that 18 contrary 
to their profeſſed Principles ; hence 
then it is ſo far from Chriſtian Chari- 
ty, that it is againſt the expreſs Rule 
and Law of Chriſt Jeſus, the'Head and 
Lord of Chriſtians to have Commus- 
nion with them. 
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